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/infpriation on Florida public education student • 
acceleration programs is containe'd in this t97il regpft.to the 
leqisla tui:e, compiled by the Florida State Department ^f Education* 
There are six leans used in Florida schools to fulfill the 
legislative nanda^e 'to provide tiae-shortened educational programs at 
all-jleyels of the educational syst.^«: (1) credi^-^ by exaiination and 
equivalency tests "^r ctedit at state \:cftikunity colleges and- 
uniicersities, ' (2) advanced placement programs, (3) year-round 
matriculation encouraging a variety- of entry periodjs for students 
into proqralis of instruction, (4) dual enrollment alloving^ high 
school students to be enrolled concurrently in high school, a 
coirege, or area vocational school, (5) early a^dai^sion to colleges 
and univerisities, .and (6) job entry studies providing for on-the-job 
training prior to graduation f ro« high school. The department tff 
education recomnends that present funding foraulas for acceleration 
be reviewed, (Anthor/DS) < * 
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I . BACKGROUND- 



^This teport i6 submitted'pursuant to the req^uirements of ChaptM^ 
73-195., Law^ of Florida. Section 3 onhat Chapter call? for ax/ 
annual report to the Legislature on programs for student acceli 
in Florida puMic -education . • ' ^ 

, ''Sift. 

Prior to the regular 1972 Legislative Session, the Commissioner 
appointed a Task Force to explore the feasibility of a baccalaureate 
degree program- which can be completed in three academic 
developmental worl^ later' requested by tiie Legislature w> 
x)ut by that Task Force. 

The Florida Legislature expressed- its strong suppoi-tr^f or studeiit 
acceleration^when it enacted Chapter 72-*3I3, Law/»t Florida (Section 
229. 8021 , F;lorida Statutes). This law, requires thfe Commissioner ' 
^ Education to devise methods under which qug^I|aed students coiild 
complete a baccalaureate* decree in 'not more thay nine quarters . 




jars. The 
carried 



On March 1, 1973, the Commissioner transmi/t^a his rfecommend^t^ns - 
'on student acceleration, along with the Taskr Force report, *fo both 
.the Legislature and the State^Board of EdiiQ^tion. In his letter of 
transmittal-, the .Commissioner endorsed th^nine recommendations made 
by -the Task Force.' With his endor sement he af f irrted/his intent t6 
imi)lement alternatives for helpihg qualified stUd/nt/*accelerate their 
ac^emic progress. - / . /- 



In the 1973 regular Sessiori, the Legislature ei^act/ed Chapter 73x195-, 
declaring its intent to encourage pr/grams ^iTWhych students tfin pro- 
ceed toward'their educational-objectives* as i;4piflly'*as their- circum- 
stances ^permit . The statute endorsees time- s^horyf ened educational^ 
programs/ at all levels in the system. 




Following the enactment of Chapter .73-1^/ thfe Board of -Regents and 
the State. Board of Education adppted regul^trions' to carry out its 
intent. These regulati-ons Ccflr for: / / 

Provisions for qual4!fied stud^en^s to complete 
a minimum of twent/-f/i.ve pei/ c^nt (25%) of 
baccalaureate degl^e/requiremjwits through accel 
eration mecfianisi^/fe 

Early admissipli A)r.pgrams /foy qualified public 
school students/ 



An annual report /to the/ Cofeunissioner of Eduoa-^ 
tion from each u^niversity/ c^^mmunity college, 
and school di/iti^ict (^ue /September 1) on the 
availability/of/ acceljfera^ion mechanisms and the 
extent of their use 
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The State Board of Education also created a standing cQimnitt(ee or{ 
timer shortened educational programs. .The Comihiftee i3 composed of 
Department of Education personnel and ret)resent^tives of public . 
universities, community colleges, and public schools.* Members^f 
the ^Committee are listed in Appendix A. The Committee is responsi-' 
ble for evaluating reports from dis trictSy^and institutions relating 
to time- shortened educational programs, compiling $ tatis t ios and 
information on acceleration mechanisms ayailable in Florida public 
education, and makii^ recommendations to the Commissiojner to, foster 
time- shorten.ed educational programs at all^levels. 
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II. THE l>SE OF STUDENT ACCELERATION MECHANISMS 



During the current ye-ar, »sch0o]f districts and inat^tutibbs ' aije establish-.r 
ing regijiiar procedures for collecting and reporting data on acceleration 
.mechanisms.. Complete information on the use of these mecHanisros in 
. 1973-74 will tv'ailable in/ September • ' , ' 

The information reported b^Low^ was compiled using existing records • 
^ wherever pos/ible, thus reducing the, response burden on'school districts 
a|jid ^ihs tiutions . In some/ ca^es , hovever, special surveys weire necessary / ' 

^ • . 

Credi,t by Examina^tjl^Ji / ' - ^ ' ' 

\ . • . 

The College 'Level Exai^^ination Program (CLEP) , a national System for 
awarding credit by examination, is widely used in^Florida. 'This V 
program was^ established in 1965 by the College Entrance Examination ' 
Board, a non-profit Membership organization that provides tests and 
other educational services for students', schools, and colleges. CLEP 
was developed to serve students who acquire knowledge through means f 
outside of regular /baccalaureate degree programs (e.g., correspondence ^ 
-and university «xt^nsAon courses, educational television,, adult educa- 
tion programs, on-/th^'^job training, independent *study) . It is based 
oft the premise th^t ifihat one knows is more important than how on^ came 
to kpow it- / f ^ * ' ** 

^ TheVje ^re two t]j/pe^ of CLEP examinations: (1) the general examination, 
designed to proi^ide a cbmprehensive measure of undergraduate - achievement 
^in five basic areafe of liberal arts (English composition, mathematics, 
natural sciences , /humanities , ^ history) and (2) the subject examina- 
tions, designed to measure achievement in specified undergraduate courses. 

* • • ^' * * » * 

Credits earne^d on CLEP examinations are accepted at all state universities, 
and Jill community colleges in Florida. ^ • In the'State University System, 
74,696 cxediis were awarcfed on the basis of CLEP examinations in the ^ 
1973 calendar year. In the Community College System, 40,002 credits • *i 
w^ere award.ed on the baf'sis of * CLEP examinations in the 1972-73 academic 
yfear.' Most/ qf these creclits. were in the basic studies areas ^nd Were 
earned thr0ugh, the 'CLEP general examinations.. The^above figures repre- 
sent approximately 2.31 of the undeTgradufite credits earned in the* 
State University System and 1.71 of the credits in the^ Community College 
System \^ 1972-73. « ^ 

Credit by examination xzaij also be earned by using examinations developed 
by individual institutions. Three community colleges report the use 
of such /examinations ; in '1972-73, 225 credits were awarded oi; this 
basis. /Three sta^e unt^versities also report the -use of * Departmental ' 
examinations for earning credits. The University .of Florida ha3 insti-^ 
tuted an experimental program-allowing up to 36 credits to student? 



who receive .except ionally high scores on the Florida twelfth! fgfade tests 
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Advanced Placement Program . ^ ' . ' • * 

The Advanced Pl-^cement Program, which- began in 195^5,, offers high schooL 
s^den^ts an opportunity to. complete more demanding* and challenging 
work than is usuallju^^lindt at the h4gh school Uevel • » It permits stud.entS 
to study one or n\ore' college-level cours^ while they\ are -still in 
secondafiry school and to receive advanced placement, credit,' or , both ' 
upon entering college-. * • *. ♦ 

The Advanced Placemeni Progtam is administered^by the (^^llege Entrance 
Examination Board wi til- the h^lp of 'Educational* Testing Service (ETSj*. 
It provides secondary schools with advanced jflacement course descrip- 

(tions in 13 disciplines. Course descriptions and examinations are pre- 
pared by committees of school and colle'ge\ teachers , with^ the assistance' 
^of EtS tests specijalists^. ' * 

All five of the state universities 'of fering loWer'^divis ion work allow 
credit und.er the AdvaJnced* Placement Program. ^ Seven-hundred-forty- three 
credits were awarded iin this manner in the 1973 calendar year. 

Credits for participa^tion in the ^crvanced Placement Progra'm. are alsoV 
allowed by 24 of the 28 community colleges . One-thousand credits were 
earned in this manner in J.972-73, ' 

Year-.round Matriculatii^n , 

^\ ' ' ' * * 

.'ear-round .matriculation, is a means of accommodating the educational 
calendar to the needs of • the student. Traditionally, students have 
been required to ejjrolT at the- beginning of an acadenfic yt&r. In • 
'r -cat yeaps, new students have also been encouraged, to eivroll at ^ 
other times during the year. * * " . - 

/ ' • 

In the Fall of 1973 , a. large .number courses in Florida Community 
Colleges began at times other than th^ op#n»ing of. iPhe regular term. 
Alirtost '200;0O-G credits were awarded through such .courses . This '2;epre^ 
s nts*12% of the total credits earned/ this Fall: in the Community 
College vSystem. 

' ' ^ J . J 

The practice of year-round matriculation is. mo.st extensive in post- 
secondary aJuit and vpc,atiopal education. ' ^fever half, of the 200,000 
community college credit^ cited abovfe w^ere earnfed in occupational ; 
courses. The records of area vocatijonal school^f operated by district 
school hoards also show extensive u 
During 197 2-7.3, new tou^ses were .be 
year,. 



year-r6und matriculation, 

, --^ - ^^uring every month -of the 

For vod'ational and XechnicalTcT'a^^es , the heaviest n^onths 



ith*" 6,000-:9,000 cour-ses starting 
additional months with ov6r 



aYe August, September*,, and January 
each month. However, there are fo , ^ 

1 ,000 courses starting-- Ji>Iy, April, May, and Jtlne.^. The number 
of courses starting in \th€|. remaining months^ ranges-;^f rom a low of 
124 in December to a hi'gh of 691 in March. ' . 



jducational> Calendars receiRl-y 
reviewed the cal#dar$ pf "all •public p^t-seeondary institutions 
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The eommissi6ner.'#T^sk- Force on 

iif Jlorida. Thi^^Task Force recommended that there be, at le^st ' ^ 



A. 



fhree coHunon .entry periods for students in post-secondary institutions.; * 
also, all institutions should be encoiiraged to provide additional 
periods throughout the year i» ^diich students can begin programs of 
instruction. Regulations to implement the Task Force recommendations" 
are^ndw being drafte^a for consideration by ^he State Boatd of Educatian. 

4 * - 

Dual Enrollment ' % ' * 

Dual enrollment allows high school students to be enrolled concurrently 
4^n.high schqol an^ a college , university or area vocational school.* 
It also allows community college students^ to be enrolled concurrently 
in a community college and a university. ^ ^ 

Dftal ennJllment and/or early admission (see below) ^ave been implemented 
for high school stu.dents in most of the school districts of Florida. 
These. alternatives haVe been available to' students on an optional basis ' 
since m3. During 1972- 73 , 2 , 144 high school* students 'were also en-^' 
roiled^in community colleges. In a comparable period of time (the 
1973 calendar year), 142 high school students vei-e also enrolled in 
state universities The total (2^86) represents one out of ^ery six- 
teen 1973 high school graduates v^ho entered college in the Fall of 1973. 

Early Adjuission ' ' - 

Early admission is $imialr to dual enrollment. If 'differs in' that 
with dual enrollment, a btudent is. considered* '^-a high school studfent 
who is also taking post- secondary courses." With early a*dmission, ^ 
the student is considered "a post- secondary student who lelt high . 
school before completing the twelfth grade.*' In either case, credits 
earned in college i^iay cgunt . toward high -school graduation. 

In 1972-73, 455 students in. Florida's public community colleges' 
were given cai-iy admission . For the 1973 calendar year, 165 were 
given early . admission to state universities. * 

Jo^ Entry Studies ^ ^ 

The job entry studies graduation* plan provides a means^'of acceleTat ion 
•for students who do not plan to enter a pos.t- sec'on^dary* institution. 
This plan.w^\s first mad^ avai^lable to students on an. optional ba-sis 
in September, 4|971. It permits students to enter ihe job market 
as full-time employees at the end* of their junior year. Under -this 
plan , ^ credits toward high .school graduation are awarded for successful 
on-the-job performance. A mem.ber of the school staff serves as liaison 
between the employer and fhe school and approves the work for \*hich 
higlr school credit is granted. " * . 

During 1972- 73 , 1.7 school districts provided opportunities for students" 
^to graduate under the job entry studies plan. ' There wer* 1,301 students 
participating. Tjjis number represents one out of every tS^rty-twb 
high, scho.ol gradu;ates who, did not e'nter a .Tiost-secondary instiHition. ' 
in the Fall of 1973. • . . , ■» 



III. RECOMMENDATION \ . " . 

Th* firs.t year of Florida's systematic effort /to promote meaninful 
accjleration is not; yet over. Thus there 'has been \ittle experience 
on nvhich 'to *f orftul'^te reGOmmendations . However a logical analysis' 
indicates thaTt the manner for funding instituti9nal services associated 
with student acceleration should be reviewed. 

The .most apparent prob^lems are those associated with xredit by examination. 
Present funding formulas assume that a portion of the instructional casts . 
will support counseling and administrative services, ; When credits ard 
awarde(^ by examination, there is no instructional cosit. However, tliere ' ' 
are adihinisti-ative. and counseling costs. At the present time, funding 
formulas do not provide for the direct generation of support for these 
servic^^. A^s larger numbers of credits are fcarned through examinations, 
the balance b^^tween instruction an one hand and counseling and a4ministra- 
tive services on the other. is altered. If'greater support is required 
for counseling and administrative services, funds available for instruc- 
;^ion will decrease. Thus, the quality .of instruction will decline. 

The Department of Education, therefore, retommends^ that present funding 
formulas be »eviewpd. This ,review^should identify means for appro- ' 
priately 'funding credit by examination aijd foB '^^orbing other financial 
impacts associated with accelei'ation mechanises , following further 
study of l;his situation, the Department expect§ t2r*offer definitive recom- . 
mendations ♦ ' ' . * . ' ■ '* 
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